
UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY 

REGION III 
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Morton Street Site 
Chester, Pennsylvania 

FROM: Deborah Carlson, osc

DATE: 01-31-96 

Removal Enforcement and Oil Section (3HW32) 

TO: File 

The purpose of this memorandum is to conclude Removal 
Enforcement efforts for removal enforcement response activities 
at the Morton Street Site (Site) located in Chester, 
Pennsylvania. 

Background 

The Morton Street Site is located at 1020 Morton on the 
corner of Chestnut Street and Morton Avenue in Chester, 
Pennsylvania. The Site consists of an abandoned brick "L" shaped 
building with a back lot full of overgrown vegetation. The main 
brick building/stair tower had been heavily damaged in a fire in 
July 1995. The property has been abandoned for approximately two 
years and there is significant household debris being illegally 
dumped. 

EPA was notified by the Chester Fire Department of the 
multiple drums, pails, assorted containers and PCB transformers 
at the Site and requested EPA conduct an assessment. EPA 
interviewed the current owner of the property and obtained access 
to perform an assessment on October 3, 1995. The initial 
assessment was conducted on October 10, 1995. The findings of 
the assessment showed the following; the main access gate was 
welded shut, three PCB transformers located behind the building 
had been removed, the basement of one of the buildings had 2-3 
feet of an aqueous solution with drums, pails, tires and various 
debris submerged in it, a wooden tank on the roof, three drums of 
suspected motor oil outside in the vegetation and an abandoned 
fuel tank. 

Analytical results from the assessment did not show levels 
above action limits. One sample showed elevated levels of 
benzene. Based on the visual hazards at the Site and a questions 
with the analytical, a second assessment was performed on 
November 9, 1995. Specific samples were collected from pails of 
"dye" type products located in the basement area which was full 
of an aqueous solution. Analytical results from the second 
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